
 

 

The Spy on Third Base 

By Matt Christopher 

 

Name______________________________________ 

Vocabulary 

Directions:  Look up any vocabulary words you don’t already know.  Thank you. 

bunt-like 

 
 

 
 

psychic 

 
 

 
 

three-bagger 

 

    
 

 

 
 

coaching box 

 
 

 
 

on-deck circle 

 
 

 
 

flied out 

 
 

 
 

mixed emotions 

     
 

 

 
 

 

humiliated 

 
 

 
 

Your own word: 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

The Spy on Third Base                               

By Matt Christopher 

Questions to answer: 

1. Chapter one is about an exciting baseball game where T.V. can “read” the 

batters and sense where the ball will go. What are two examples of him using 

this ability during the game? 

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________ 
2. What was the reporter’s name, and why did he want to talk to T.V.?  

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________ 
3. T.V. is accused of having spy “powers” (something like ESP), and is written up 

in the local newspaper (the Morning Herald) after a baseball game. How did it 

make him feel to be written up in the news? 

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________ 
4. The phone rings after the newspaper came out. T.V. answered the phone 

and it was a somewhat threatening call. What did his father think the call was 

about?  

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________ 
5. Why didn’t T.V. explain what the call was really about? 

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________ 
 

 

 



 

 

6. How does the author let us know that T.V.’s parents aren’t involved with his 

baseball games? 

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________ 
7. At first, Alfie and Chuck are mad or jealous of T.V.’s ability to coach the 

team. What do they later say to T.V. at the swimming pool? 

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________ 
8. Give two examples of how the team does when T.V. tries not to “spy.” 

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________ 
9. Who is T.V. suspicious of, in the stands?  

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________ 
10. When T.V. is ill and goes to the doctor, he thinks he may be a freak.  The 

doctor doesn’t give him medicine, but says what to make T.V. feel better? 

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________ 
11. Who is he not suspicious of and is surprised to learn has been calling him 

with the threatening messages? 

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________ 
 



 

 

12. The man in the red sweatshirt was the reporter, and the boy was James 

Boles. How does T.V. make James Boles very happy? 

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________ 
BONUS: Draw a baseball field and put as many of the players in position as 

possible for one of the games described in the book. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Spy on Third Base 



By Matt Christopher 

 

Name______________________________________ 

Vocabulary 

Directions:  Look up any vocabulary words you don’t already know.  Thank you. 

bunt-like 

 
the primary goal in bunting is 

to ground the ball into fair 

territory, as far from the 

fielders as possible, generally 

while staying within the 

infield.  

psychic 

 
is a person who professes an 

ability to perceive information 

hidden from the normal senses 

through extrasensory 

perception (esp) 

three-bagger 

 

   
 

a three-base hit, a triple in 

baseball or the successful 

act of striking a baseball in 

such a way that the batter 

reaches 3rd base safely 

coaching box 

 
either of two rectangular 

areas behind first and 

third base in which the 

offensive team's coaches 

stand 

on-deck circle 

 
in baseball, on deck refers to 

being next in line to bat. in a 

professional game, the batter 

who is on deck traditionally waits 

in a location in the foul territory 

called the on-deck circle. or--

area where the batter who is to 

hit next warms up 

flied out 

 
the ball flew up and 

was caught causing 

an out 

 

mixed emotions 

       
 

feeling several emotions 

at once; strong feelings  

humiliated 

 
disgrace; shame  

Your own word: 

 

 

 

 

(drawing and answers 

will vary) 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The Spy on Third Base                              Teacher Answer Key 

By Matt Christopher 

Questions to answer: 

1. Chapter one is about an exciting baseball game where T.V. can “read” the 

batters and sense where the ball will go. What are two examples of him using 

this ability during the game? 

1.  Eddie was left-handed and most right-handed players hit to left field but 

Eddie usually hit to left field.  2.  Page 12:  Watching them closely from second 

base, T.V. figured out almost exactly what the batters were doing to hit the ball 

to certain places. 

2. What was the reporter’s name, and why did he want to talk to T.V.?  

Mel Thompson; because he noticed T.V.’s ability to predict where batters were 

going to hit. 

3. T.V. is accused of having spy “powers” (something like ESP), and is written up 

in the local newspaper (the Morning Herald) after a baseball game. How did it 

make him feel to be written up in the news? 

Angry! 

4. The phone rings after the newspaper came out. T.V. answered the phone 

and it was a somewhat threatening call. What did his father think the call was 

about? About the news article. 

5. Why didn’t T.V. explain what the call was really about? 

Probably because he didn’t think his dad would understand. 

6. How does the author let us know that T.V.’s parents aren’t involved with his 

baseball games? 

They were surprised when he came home in his uniform after a game. 

7. At first, Alfie and Chuck are mad or jealous of T.V.’s ability to coach the 

team. What do they later say to T.V. at the swimming pool? 

They were sorry after the news article came out. 

8. Give two examples of how the team does when T.V. tries not to “spy.” 

Page 36:  He had a good idea where Jim might hit the ball but kept it to 

himself.  P. 37:  He predicted a long ball off a hit but kept it to himself. 

9. Who is T.V. suspicious of, in the stands?  

Pg. 50:  A man in a red sweatshirt, and a kid in the stands with glasses. 

10. When T.V. is ill and goes to the doctor, he thinks he may be a freak.  The 

doctor doesn’t give him medicine, but says what to make T.V. feel better? 

The doctor knew he was worried about getting teased over the news article.   

11. Who is he not suspicious of and is surprised to learn has been calling him 

with the threatening messages? 

Mickey Stanner, the scorekeeper, who is moving away. 

 



 

 

 

12. The man in the red sweatshirt was the reporter, and the boy was James 

Boles. How does T.V. make James Boles very happy? 

T.V. recruited him to be the new scorekeeper when Mickey moved. 

BONUS: Draw a baseball field and put as many of the players in position as 

possible for one of the games described in the book. 
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