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Inferring Questions  My notes 

1 Why did day break come softly?  What does that 
mean? 

 

2 Who was the first to notice the stranger?  Why?  

3 Why did the birds warn the deer?  

4 Did the owl and the mourning doves have real 
questions? How do you know? 

 

5 If the stranger was a snowman, why did he leave 
footprints in the snow?  How do no  footprints add 
to the mystery in the story? 

 

6 Why do you think the muskrat didn't see anyone?  

7 When was the snowman built?  How do you know?  

8 Why did the animals send a representative to check 
out the stranger? 

 

9 Why do you think the owl will not be the one to 
approach the stranger? 

 

10 Why won't the porcupine go?   

11 Why are the chickadee and the Cardinal willing to 
go see about the stranger? 

 

12 Why do the moose and fawn volunteer?  Why do 
you think they don't go? 

 

13 What is the stranger really?   
How do you know? 

 

13 Why are the children hiding?    

14 Why do you think the children will feed the animals 
until spring? 

 

15 Why did the stranger arrive after a winter storm? 
 

 



 KEY A Photographic Fantasy:  Stranger in the Woods 
by Carl R. Sams II and Jean Stoick 

Inferring Questions  

1 Why did day break come softly?  What does 
that mean? 

Maybe the snow made everything quiet. 

2 Who was the first to notice the stranger?  
Why? 

Birds, they can see so much from trees 

3 Why did the birds warn the deer? Maybe the stranger was a hunter 
4 Did the owl and the mourning doves have real 

questions? How do you know? 
Yes, although they said their usual calls, their calls were 
really questions and they were wondering. 

5 If the stranger was a snowman, why did he 
leave footprints in the snow?  How do 
footprints add to the mystery in the story? 

The children left the footprints, so that is like a red herring 
or a clue to throw us off the track. 

6 Why do you think the muskrat didn't see 
anyone? 

He swims under water to be inside and has no windows in 
his house, or he was so busy he wasn't looking.  Maybe the 
snow made everything so quiet he heard nothing. 

7 When was the snowman built?  How do you 
know? 

Early in the morning, he was new to the animals, the 
animals would have noticed yesterday 

8 Why did the animals send a representative to 
check out the stranger? 

Maybe they were worried about hunters or just curious and 
are often scared of strangers 

9 Why do you think the owl will not be the one 
to approach the stranger? 

The owl is bigger than the birds and could attract 
attention?  Maybe the owl was shy, we don't know. 

10 Why won't the porcupine go?  He had food already so he wasn't looking for food.  

11 Why are the chickadee and the Cardinal willing 
to go see about the stranger? 

They can maneuver more easily than an owl and get away 
fast, in case the stranger was dangerous. 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

12 Why do the moose and fawn volunteer?  Why 
do you think they don't go? 

They didn't realize the danger and probably the parents 
stopped them. 
 

13 What is the stranger really?   
How do you know? 

The stranger looks like a snowman but is really a feeder.  
Seed on the top of the hat, corn under the snow, carrot 
nose, and so on. 

13 Why are the children hiding?   They could scare the animals away and then the animals 
would not get the food.   

14 Why do you think the children will feed the 
animals until spring? 

In the spring the animals will be able to find their own food. 

15 Why did the stranger arrive after a winter 
storm? 
 

The stranger was made of snow, and after a storm there 
would be snow.  No snow, no snowman. 
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